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SUBJECT: EVENTS IN ERITREA: FUEL SITUATION EASES DESPITE MASSAWA 
ATTACK 

1 . ON THE MORNING OF DEC. 31, A GROUP OF INSURGENTS ATTACKED THE 
AGIP POL STORAGE DEPOT IN MASSAWA. USING ROCKETS AND SMALL ARMS 
THEY WERE ABLE TO IGNITE AT LEAST ONE AND PERHAPS TWO LARGE STOR- 
AGE TANKS AND TO DAMAGE SEVERAL OTHER TANKS AND BUILDINGS. MOST 
OF THE FUEL LOST WAS EITHER DIESEL OR BULK OIL. IN THE ATTACK, 

SEVERAL EPMG TROOPS WERE REPORTED KILLED AND WOUNDED. THE AGIP 
DEPOT, WHICH SHARES FACILITIES WITH SHELL, CONTAINS ABOUT A 
DOZEN LARGE TANKS AND AS IT HAS ITS OWN OFF-SHORE PIPELINE TERM- 
INAL, IT HAS BEEN USED AS THE PRINCIPLE COMMERCIAL FACILITY 
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IN MASSAWA. THERE ARE FURTHER STORAGE FACILITIES AT THE MOBIL AND 
TOTAL DEPOT WHICH ARE WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE ETHIOPIAN NAVAL 
BASE. 

2. IN RETALIATION FOR THE INSURGENT ATTACK, A DETACHMENT OF EPMG 
TROOPS ATTACKED THE VILLAGE OF HARIGO 5 KM. SOUTH OF MASSAWA. IN 
THE ATTACK THEY KILLED SEVERAL VILLAGERS AND BURNED AND LOOTED 
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THE VILLAGE. THE INSURGENT ACTION AND THE EPMG REPRISAL HAVE 
HEIGHTENED TENSIONS IN MASSAWA AS RESIDENTS FEAR THAT INSURGENTS 
WILL STRIKE AGAIN TO AVENGE THE HARIGO ATTACK; THEREBY REKINDLING 
THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE. 

3. IN ASMARA, THE CONVOY WHICH LEFT FOR MASSAWA ON DEC. 30 
RETURNED TO ASMARA ON JAN. 2 WITHOUT INCIDENT. THE EPMG AUTHOR- 
ITIES APPARENTLY BELIEVE THAT DESPITE THE ASSAULT ON THE AGIP 
DEPOT, THE FUEL SUPPLY SYSTEM TO ASMARA HAS BEEN ADEQUATELY 
RESTORED TO AGAIN PERMIT THE SALE OF MOGAS IN THE CITY. AT PRES- 
ENT MOST STATIONS HAVE RESUMED SALES, BUT AT LEVELS BELOW THOSE 
ALLOTED BY THE RATIONING SYSTEM. THOSE DRIVERS WITH 15 LITERS 
PER WEEK COUPONS RECEIVE ONLY 10 LITERS, AND THOSE WITH 25 

LITER COUPONS RECEIVE 15 LITERS. 

4. ON THE MILITARY FRONT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE FOCUS ON THE 
EPMG EFFORT TO RELIEVE THE 15TH BATTALION GARRISON AT NACFA. 

IT IS WIDELY REPORTED IN ASMARA THAT THE ETHIOPIAN FORCES HAVE 
SUFFERED SEVERAL SETBACKS. MANY REPORTS GO WELL BEYOND THE 
LIMITS OF CREDULITY. INCLUDING ONE WHICH CLAIMS THAT TWO ISRAELI 
"ADVISORS" TO THE EPMG WERE CAPTURED BY REBELS, ALONG WITH 800 
ETHIOPIAN TROOPS. THIS IS THE FOURTH TIME IN 18 MONTHS THE REPORT- 
ING OFFICER HAS RECEIVED LOCAL REPORTS OF ISRAELIS BEING CAPTURED 
BY THE ERITREAN INSURGENTS; NONE OF THE PREVIOUS CLAIMS HAVE 
PROVEN TO HAVE ANY SUBSTANCE. THERE ARE MORE RELIABLE REPORTS 
THAT THE EPMG IS AIRLIFTING REINFORCEMENTS DIRECTLY TO KEREN 
FROM MAKATI .F,. THE LEVEL OF AIR ACTIVITY OBSERVED FROM ASMARA 
WOULD TEND TO SUBSTANTIATE THESE REPORTS. 
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